
EXCUSED ABSENCE FOR RELIGIOUS OR EDUCATIONAL REASONS: 
 
Students need prior approval to have absences for educational or religious reasons excused.  The 
request should be submitted on the attached Wake County School Form #1710. 
 
Please note: 
 

• Complete both pages of this form and submit it to the Attendance Office.  Absences are to 
be requested at least 3 school days in advance in order for teachers to be notified.  
Please note that turning in this form does not guarantee approval. 

 
• After approval, the student is to pick up the signed Approved Absence in Advance form 

from the Attendance Office and have it signed by his/her teachers PRIOR to the absence. 
 

• For these approved in advance absences, work assigned in advance of the absence is due 
upon the student’s return to school.  The responsibility for securing and arranging for make-
up work rests with the student. 

 
• Seniors are allowed 2 college day visits per year.  Juniors are allowed 1 college day in the 

spring.  College days require the same advance approval notice as educational trip 
requests.  In addition, students are required to bring verification of their college visit from 
the college to be submitted to the Attendance Office upon return to school. 

 
• PER THE WCPSS ATTENDANCE POLICY, ALL ABSENCES, WHETHER EXCUSED OR 

UNEXCUSED, COUNT TOWARD THE 10-DAY ATTENDANCE POLICY AND SENIOR 
EXAM EXEMPTION. 

 
I have read and understand the information above regarding absences. 
 
 
 
Parent Signature and Date 
 
 
Academic Success at GHHS: 
 

• To earn a credit, as student MUST have a passing numerical average AND be present in 
class in accordance with Wake County Board Policy. 

• After five (5) days of accumulated absences in one or more classes, there will be a school-
determined, expectations-based intervention to help the student improve his or her 
attendance.  The intervention will involve parents.  After ten (10) days of accumulated 
absences and failure to meet previously determined expectations, the student will be 
subject to failure, retention, or summer school.  (WCPSS Board Policy 6000.8) 

• Students are to make up all work.  (Excused-100% credit.  Unexcused-teacher’s discretion.) 
• After ten (10) days of accumulated absences, the student will receive an FF for the course.  

If the student with 11 or more absences has a passing average, the student’s ONLY 
recourse is to appeal the decision in writing to the principal.  Deadlines to submit appeal 
forms are on the school’s master calendar. 

• THE STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SUBMITTING DOCUMENTATION THROUGH 
THE APPEALS PROCESS TO RECEIVE THE GRADE EARNED RATHER THAN THE 
60/FF. 

 
NOTE:  Students with CHRONIC HEALTH PROBLEMS will not be subject to this plan ONLY IF 
EVERY ABSENCE is documented by a physician or health care professional. 
 



REQUEST FOR EXCUSED ABSENCE FOR 
EDUCATIONAL REASONS 

 
The North Carolina General Assembly passed General Statute 115C-378, entitled the Compulsory 
Attendance Law, in 1955 and amended it through 1992. This law, in conjunction with the rules and 
regulations of the North Carolina State Board of Education, makes parents and legal guardians responsible 
and accountable to insure that their children’s absences from school are valid.  Seven (7) types of valid 
absences are established by the rules and regulations set forth by the State Board of Education.  Two of 
those types are absences resulting from religious observances and educational opportunities of a 
significant nature.  The Wake County Board of Education Policy 6000 requires advanced permission for 
excused absences for educational purposes. The principal should deny the request if the cumulative effect 
of such absences would substantially interfere with the education of the student.  If the principal does not 
approve this request, you will be promptly notified. 

 
REQUEST FOR ABSENCE TO BE EXCUSED ON EDUCATIONAL GROUNDS 

 
For an excused absence for educational reasons, the intent of the experience should have been educational 
from the outset and comparable to that which the student would have experienced in school.  Family trips 
and vacations that were not designed, initially, to be educational will not be excused.  Signing this form 
documents that this absence is for valid educational purposes. 
 

 

As the parent or guardian of ___________________________________________, I state that 
(Student’s Name) 

the absence from school for the dates of ___________________________________________  
                                                                             (Date/s) 

is an educational opportunity that is of comparable value to my child’s regular attendance in 
school. 
 

     
School      Grade                Teacher/Homeroom 
   
Signature of Parent or Guardian                                Date 
   

Please briefly describe the educational opportunity.  
 
 
 

 
 

Approved   
 

Not Approved   
 
 
 

  

    Principal (or Designee’s) Signature  Date 
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